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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL STATUTORY MEETING OF LYDD TOWN 

COUNCIL 

held virtually by zoom on Monday 26th April 2021 at 7pm. 
 

Present: Town Mayor, Cllr G Snell, Cllrs. T Allen, D Chapman, Mrs A Duncan, Mrs K 
Gandy,  
C Goddard, Mrs S Hall, A Hills, L Laws, Mrs J Jones, R Jones, Mrs D McKenna, P Rye, M. 
Sweeney 
 
Revd. Chris Maclean led the Council in prayers. 
 
The meeting was opened by the Town Mayor, Cllr Graham Snell. 
 

74. ELECTION OF TOWN MAYOR 
The nomination of Cllr Martin Sweeney who was Mayor Elect selected in 2020 and the Annual 
Meeting not being held due to Covid was proposed by Cllr Chapman and seconded by Cllr Snell. 
The Mayor called for any other nominations.   
Cllr Mrs Kim Gandy proposed Cllr R.S. Jones and this was seconded by Cllr Mrs Jean Jones. 
Cllr. R.S. Jones confirmed that he was not willing to accept the nomination and that he backed 
Cllr Sweeney for the role of Mayor. 
Cllr Chapman spoke in support of Cllr Sweeney saying that he was made Mayor Elect but the 
meeting had not taken place.  However, he had done a good job over the last year and felt that 
the Council should give him the opportunity to be Mayor. 
Cllr Snell spoke in support of Cllr Sweeney saying that he was 100% in support of him becoming 
Mayor.  Cllr Mrs McKenna added her support and said that she was looking forward to working 
with Cllr Sweeney as Mayor. 
RESOLVED: There being no other valid nominations, Cllr M. Sweeny was duly elected 

as Town Mayor for the ensuing year and took the Oath of Allegiance.  

Cllr. Sweeney took the Chair and addressed the Council as follows: 
Thank you to Cllr Bob Jones for helping the handy person with his tasks and thank you to the 
staff for keeping us compliant.  I hope that all Councillors will work together. This has been a 
horrendous year and we need to be united and forward thinking and we will go in the right 
direction with further training. 

 
75.  ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR 

The Mayor, Cllr Sweeney, said that the Deputy Mayor Elect from 2020 was Cllr Len Laws and he 
asked if he was still willing to stand for the role which he said he was.  
Cllr. Laws did not receive a proposer and seconder and the Mayor called for any other 
nominations.  
Cllr Mrs McKenna proposed Cllr Mrs Ann Duncan and this was seconded by Cllr Mrs Sam Hall. 
Cllr Mrs Kim Gandy proposed Cllr R.S. Jones and this was seconded by Cllr T. Allen. 
Cllr Mrs McKenna spoke in support of Cllr Mrs Duncan  
Cllr Mrs Gandy said that she congratulated Cllr Sweeney on his appointment as Mayor and that 
she had nominated Cllr R.S. Jones as he had done a lot for the Town and would therefore 
recommend him as Deputy Mayor. 
RESOLVED: Following voting Cllr R.S. Jones was duly elected as Deputy Mayor for the 
ensuing year and took the Oath of Allegiance. 
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76. APPOINTMENT OF TOWN MAYOR’S CHAPLAIN 
The newly elected Town Mayor, Cllr Sweeney invited Rev. Chris Maclean to be Mayor’s Chaplain 
for the 2021-22 municipal year.  Rev. Maclean accepted and said that he was looking forward to 
it. 
 

77. MAYORAL SCHEME (Appendix A page 93) 
           The Mayor advised the Town Clerk that he wished to opt into the Mayoral Scheme. 
 

78. ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN (Appendix B page 94)  
a) Councillors considered the annual governance statement on the Annual Return 2020-

21 which had been circulated with the agenda paperwork and agreed they were 
satisfied that they have the correct procedures as set out on the form in place.  
RESOLVED: That the Chairman and Clerk are authorised to sign and date, 
Section 1 of the AGAR for the financial year ending 31st March 2021.  
Proposed by Cllr Snell and seconded by Cllr Mrs Hall 
Unanimous 

b) The report from the Independent Internal Auditor had been circulated to Councillors 
for consideration. 
RESOLVED: That the Internal Auditors Report be accepted and any 
recommendations be acted upon. 
Proposed by Cllr Snell and seconded by Cllr Goddard 
Unanimous 
 

79.  ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS 2020-21 (Appendix C pages 95 to 98) 
a) The Accounting Statements for the financial year 2020-21 had been circulated to 

Councillors for consideration  
RESOLVED 1.: That the Accounting Statements for 2020-21 be approved. 
Proposed by Cllr R.S. Jones and seconded by Cllr Mrs Jones 
Unanimous 
RESOLVED 2: That the Chairman of the meeting be authorised to sign and date 
Section 2 of the AGAR 
Unanimous 

b) The notice of the Confirmation of the dates of the period for the exercise of public 
rights for the year ended 31st March 2021 had been circulated to Councillors for 
consideration. 
RESOLVED: That the notice and dates be approved commencing on 14th June 
2021 and ending on Friday 23rd July 2021 
Proposed by Cllr R.S. Jones and seconded by Cllr Chapman 
Unanimous 

 
REGISTER OF ATTENDANCE (Appendix D page 99) 
RESOLVED: To receive and note the register of attendance for May 19 to April 2020 and 
May 2020 to April 2021 

 
80.  APPOINTMENT TO OUTSIDE BODIES  

 Councillors had received a list of outside bodies to be considered for appointment and were 
 asked to contact the Town Clerk with their preferences by 9am on Monday 26th April 2021.The 
 Town Clerk advised that the following councillors had submitted their preferences and they were 
  received in order as follows: 

a) Cllr Goddard – Romney Marsh Forum 
b) Cllr Hills – Internal Drainage Board 
c) Cllr Sweeney – KALC (Area Committee) 
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d) Cllr Allen – Lydd Twinning and Lydd Community Hall 
e) Cllr R. Jones – Dungeness SSG, Romney Marsh Forum and Twinning 
f) Cllr Mrs Jones – Lydd Community Hall Committee and Dungeness SSG as a Sub. 
g) Cllr Mrs Hall – Lydd Airport Consultative Committee 
h) Cllr Mrs Gandy – Internal Drainage Board and Dungeness SSG 

The Clerk advised that there was only one member allowed for the Internal Drainage Board and 
Cllr Hills advised that he would withdraw as he would no doubt be appointed to that as a District 
Councillor.  The Clerk said that the Councillors would be appointed to their selections as detailed 
and that the vacancies would come back to the next meeting to be filled. 
RESOLVED: That the Councillors set out above be appointed to the Outside Bodies as 
listed and the vacancies be filled at the next meeting. 

 
81. COMMITTEES 2021-22  

To note the Committee formation as follows and the vacancy on General Purposes which will be 
filled following the by-election. 

a) General Purposes 
Cllr Mrs Duncan 
Cllr Mrs Gandy 
Cllr Mrs Hall 
Cllr R.S. Jones 
Cllr Mrs Jones 
Cllr Mrs McKenna 
Cllr Rye 
Cllr Mrs Wainwright 

The Clerk advised that Cllr Allen had expressed an interest in joining this Committee. 
Cllr Laws asked the Mayor why his name was not on this Committee as he thought he had been 
appointed. 
 

b) Personnel 
Cllr Chapman 
Cllr Mrs Duncan 
Cllr Goddard 
Cllr Rye 
Cllr Sweeney 
 

c) Planning and Environment 
Cllr Allen 
Cllr Chapman 
Cllr Mrs Gandy 
Cllr R.S. Jones 
Cllr Mrs Jones 
Cllr Rye 
Cllr Snell 
 

RESOLVED: That the above Committee formation is in place until May 2022  
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82. DATES OF FORTHCOMING MEETINGS 2021-22  
 

Month Council Planning General 
Purposes  

Personnel Annual Town 
Meeting 

Clerk Town Clerk Planning 
Clerk 

Town Clerk Town Clerk Town Clerk 

2021      

APRIL 26th  
Council 
AGM/Mayor 
Making 
6pm by zoom 

12th  
6pm 
By zoom 

   

MAY NO MEETINGS TO BE HELD BY ZOOM AFTER 6 MAY AWAITING FURTHER 
GUIDANCE ON PHYSICAL MEETINGS (CURRENTLY FROM 21ST JUNE) 

      

June 21st  
7pm 

21ST  
6 pm 

 28th  
6.30pm 

 

July  5th  
6pm 

5th 
6.30pm 

   

August No meetings No meetings* No meetings No meetings  

September 6th Council 
7pm 

6th 
6 pm 

 20th 
6.30pm 

 

October  4th 
6 pm 

4th 
6.30pm 

  

November 1st Council 
Budget setting 
7pm 

1st 
6 pm 

   

December  6th 
6pm 

6th 
6.30pm 

  

2022      

January 3rd Council 
Precept & 
Allotments 
7pm 
 

3rd 
6 pm 

  17th  
6.30pm 

 

February  7th 
6pm 

7th 
6.30pm 

  

March 7th 
7pm 

7th 
6 pm 

   

April  4th 
6pm  

 4th 
6.30pm  

25th  
Annual Town 
Meeting 
7pm 

May 16th  

Council 
AGM/Mayor 
Making 

9th 
6pm 

   

August Planning meeting * – extensions requested where possible or applications 

considered under delegated authority. 

RESOLVED: That the schedule of meetings is as set out above. Proposed by Cllr Snell 

and seconded by Cllr Hills. 
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The meeting closed at 8.04pm 

 

Chairman_____________________ 

 

Date _______________________ 
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