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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL STATUTORY MEETING OF LYDD TOWN COUNCIL 
held on Monday 16th May 2022 at 12 noon in the Chamber of the Guild Hall 
 
Present: Town Mayor, Cllr M Sweeney, Cllrs. T Allen, Mrs M Beach, D Chapman, Mrs 
A Duncan, C Goddard, A Hills, L Laws, Mrs J Jones, R Jones, Mrs K. Manahan, Mrs D 
McKenna, Mrs K. Rye, P Rye 
 
Angela Alexander Town Clerk 
Diane Cavey Assistant Town Clerk 
 
Revd. Chris Maclean led the Council in prayers. 
 
The meeting was opened by the Town Mayor, Cllr Martin Sweeney at 12 noon 
Absent: Cllr Snell 
 

113.     ELECTION OF TOWN MAYOR 
The Town Clerk read the valid nomination received for Cllr Martin Sweeney proposed by 
Cllr Bob Jones and seconded by Cllr Paul Rye 
The Mayor called for any other nominations.   
Cllr Mrs Kim Gandy proposed Cllr R.S. Jones.  
Cllr. R.S. Jones confirmed that he was not willing to accept the nomination and that he 
backed Cllr Sweeney for the role of Mayor. 
RESOLVED: There being no other valid nominations, Cllr M. Sweeney was duly 
elected as Town Mayor for the ensuing year and took the Oath of Allegiance and 
signed the declaration of Office. 
Proposed by Cllr Bob Jones and seconded by Cllr Paul Rye 
For: 12 
Abstentions: 2 (Cllrs Allen and Laws) 
Cllr. Sweeney took the Chair and thanked Councillors for their support, but saying he had 
reservations about carrying on in the role as it has been difficult through Covid. The Mayor 
said that this year he wished to see good debate and people working together and not 
against each other even if they do not like the outcome of the vote.  He asked Councillors to 
help each other to become good councillors. 
 

114.   ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR 
The Town Clerk read the valid nomination received for Cllr Bob Jones proposed by Cllr 
Martin Sweeney and seconded by Cllr Mrs Rye. 
The Mayor called for any other nominations. 
Cllr Mrs Manahan nominated Cllr Mrs Duncan and this was seconded by Cllr Mrs McKenna. 
Cllr Mrs Manahan spoke in support of Cllr Mrs Duncan saying that being a new councillor 
she would bring a new view to the Council. 
Cllr Martin Sweeney spoke in support of Cllr Bob Jones saying he has a lot of experience 
and has given a lot of support to him. 
The vote was taken by paper ballot. 
The Mayor announced the result of the vote which was 9 votes for Cllr Bob Jones and 5 
votes for Cllr Mrs Duncan 
RESOLVED: Cllr R.S. Jones was duly elected as Deputy Mayor for the ensuing year 
and took the Oath of Allegiance and signed the declaration of office 
Proposed by Cllr Sweeney and seconded by Cllr Mrs Rye 
 
 
 

 
  



120 
 

115.      APPOINTMENT OF TOWN MAYOR’S CHAPLAIN 
The Town Mayor announced his choice for Mayor’s Chaplain for the 2022-23 municipal 
year as Rev. Chris Maclean. Rev Maclean said that he would be delighted and honoured 
to fulfil the post and serve for another year. 
Received and noted 
 

116.      MAYORAL SCHEME  
The Mayor advised that he wishes to continue to opt into the Mayoral Scheme 
Received and noted 
 

117.     MINUTES  
RESOLVED: The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 7th March 2022 were 
approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
Proposed by Cllr Bob Jones and seconded by Cllr Chapman 
For: 13 
Abstention: 1 (Cllr Laws) 
 

118.    REGISTER OF ATTENDANCE (Appendix A page 124) 
The register of attendance for 2021-22 was received and noted with an amendment 
to the number of attendances at meetings of Cllr Hills. 
 

119.    ASSET REGISTER (Appendix B Page 125 to 128) 
The updated asset register as at 31st March 2022 had been previously circulated in paper 
form to Councillors for consideration. 
RESOLVED: To adopt the Asset Register 31st March 2022 
 

120.   ANNUAL INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 2021/22 (Appendix C page 129 to 131 ) 
The completed Annual Internal Audit Report section of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return 2021/22 had been previously circulated to Councillors which had 
been completed and signed by the Independent Internal Auditor along with the Interim 
and Final Reports.  The Town Clerk explained the purpose of the documentation and 
asked Councillors to consider the reports and raise any questions and that Councillors 
had reviewed and adopted the Internal Audit Plan at the Council meeting held on 7th 
March 2022 
RESOLVED: Following consideration by Councillors it was agreed to accept the 
Annual Internal Audit report for the financial year 1st April 2021 to 31st March 2022 
Proposed by Cllr Bob Jones and seconded by Cllr Goddard 
 

121.  ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT SECTION 1 (Appendix D page 132) 
The Annual governance statement on the Annual Return 2021-22 Section 1 had been 
previously circulated to Councillors for them to consider if they are in agreement that they 
have a sound system of internal control in place as set out in Boxes 1 to 9 on the form. 
The Town Clerk explained that Councillors had reviewed and adopted the Statement of 
Internal Control held on 7th March 2022. 
RESOLVED: Following consideration of Boxes 1 to 9 on Section 1 of the Annual 
Governance Statement 2021/22 Councillors authorised the completion of Boxes 1 
to 9 and authorised the Chairman and Town Clerk to sign and date Section 1 of the 
Annual Governance Statement 2021-22 
Proposed by Cllr Allen and seconded by Cllr Goddard 
Unanimous 
 
Cllr Allen left the Council Chamber at 12.30pm 
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122.    ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS FOR 2021/22 SECTION 2 (Appendix E page 133) 
(a) The Accounting Statements for 2021-22 previously signed and dated by the 

Town Clerk/Responsible Officer had been circulated including the bank 
reconciliation and supporting bank statements.  The Town Clerk explained the 
purpose of Boxes 1 to 11 and asked Councillors to consider the document and 
the figures in 31 March 2022 column being the financial year under 
consideration.  The Town Clerk explained that Councillors had considered and 
adopted the Asset Register earlier in this meeting which relates to Box 9. 
 
Cllr Allen returned to the Council Chamber at 12.35pm 
 

(b) RESOLVED: Following consideration it was agreed to approve the 
Accounting Statements 2021/22 (Section 2) and to authorise the Chairman 
to sign and date Section 2 of the Annual Return 2021-22 
Proposed by Cllr Chapman and seconded by Cllr Paul Rye 
Unanimous 

 
123.    NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31ST MARCH 2022  
           (Appendix F page 134) 

RESOLVED: To accept the Notice of public rights and publication of unaudited 
Annual Governance and Accountability Return which will be announced on 9th June 
2022 and commence on 13th June 2022 until 22nd July 2022 
 

 124.    APPOINTMENT TO COUNCIL COMMITTEES AND EXTERNAL BODIES  
The Mayor presented the list of Council Committees and representatives to External 
organisations as follows: 
 
Appointment to Standing Committees 2022-23 
General Purposes Committee 
Cllr Mrs Duncan 
Cllr Mrs Jones 
Cllr Bob Jones 
Cllr Mrs Manahan 
Cllr Mrs McKenna 
Cllr Mrs Rye 
Cllr Paul Rye 
Cllr Sweeney 
(8 members) 
Personnel Committee 
Cllr Chapman 
Cllr Goddard 
Cllr Bob Jones 
Cllr Paul Rye 
Cllr Sweeney 
(5 members) 
Planning & Environment Committee 
Cllr Allen 
Cllr Mrs Beach 
Cllr Chapman 
Cllr Mrs Duncan 
Cllr Mrs Jones 
Cllr Laws 
Cllr Mrs Manahan 
Cllr Mrs Rye 



(8 members) 
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Cllr Hills had advised that due to his roles as County and District Councillor he could not 
take on further commitments and Cllr Snell did not return completed forms for 
consideration 
Appointment to External Bodies and Organisations 2022-23 
Lydd Airport Consultative Committee 
Cllr Bob Jones 
Lydd Club Day Committee – 2 vacancies 
Cllr Mrs Beach 
Cllr Chapman 
Cllr Mrs Manahan 
Cllr Paul Rye 
Lydd Twinning Committee – 1 vacancy 
Cllr Allen 
Cllr Mrs Beach 
Cllr Bob Jones 
Cllr Mrs Manahan 
Dungeness Power Station SSG 
Cllr Bob Jones 
Cllr Laws 
Cllr Mrs Jones (sub) 
Lydd Community Hall Committee 
Cllr Allen 
Cllr Mrs Jones 
Internal Drainage Board 
Cllr Mrs Rye 
Romney Marsh Forum 
Cllr Goddard 
Cllr Bob Jones 
Banks Sports and Social Club 
Cllr Mrs Beach 
Cllr Mrs Duncan (sub) 
Planning User Group 
Cllr Paul Rye 
Cllr Mrs Manahan 
Kent Highways Lengthsmen 
Cllr Mrs Jones 
Cllr Mrs Manahan 
KALC Area Committee 
Cllr Mrs Duncan 
Cllr Sweeney 
RESOLVED: That the Councillors are appointed to Committees and External Bodies 
and Organisations as set out above. 
Proposed by Cllr Mrs Duncan and seconded by Cllr Chapman 
For: 11 
Abstentions: 3 Cllrs Allen, Mrs Jones and Mrs Manahan 
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125.       DATES OF FORTHCOMING ORDINARY MEETINGS 2022-23, ANNUAL TOWN AND 
        PARISH MEETING AND ANNUAL STATUTORY MEETING MAYOR MAKING 2023 
        (Appendix G page 135)  

Councillors received the list of meeting dates for the forthcoming year for consideration 
and adoption as drafted and agreed by the Personnel Committee January 2022. 
RESOLVED: Following discussion and consideration Councillors agreed to adopt 
the timetable of meeting dates as circulated. 
Proposed by Cllr Goddard and seconded by Cllr Bob Jones 
For: 13 
Abstention: 1 Cllr Mrs McKenna 
 
 
 

126.       MAYORS LETTER TO ROYAL BRITISH LEGION (Appendix H page 136) 
Cllr Goddard declared an interest in this item being the local area Poppy Appeal  
Co-ordinator. 
Cllr Mrs Duncan declared an interest in this item being involved with the                
Ex-Servicemen’s Club. 
The amended document to the Royal British Legion in respect of the Ex-Servicemen’s 
Club receiving the funds from the sale of the Royal British Legion branch building in Park 
Street was circulated to Councillors. 
The Mayor, Cllr Sweeney said that the Ex-Servicemen’s Club, the Deputy Mayor, Cllr Bob 
Jones and himself had been involved with moving this matter forward and that a lot of hard 
work had been done to get to this position which included meeting with the RBL. 
Cllr Laws said that he would guess that 50% of the people on the Council don’t have any 
idea what this is about. He said the funds never belonged to the RBL and they tried to tie 
the Council up with conditions but it was a proposal that the Council would set up a group 
with the Ex-Servicemen’s Club.  Cllr Laws said the matter has gone on for years and the 
Charity Commission had not responded to Lydd Town Council’s proposal. 
The subject of who would be appointed as Trustees was discussed and the Mayor said 
that no names have been decided as yet but that there was unfounded gossip. It would 
include the Mayor and senior Councillors. Cllr Laws said that the Town Council should 
administer the money not the Ex-Servicemen’s Club. 
The Town Mayor said that this has been previously discussed and considered at a Town 
Council meeting and this approach was voted through at that meeting.  Now the Council is 
considering an amendment to paperwork as more information has come forward that 
needed clarification. 
RESOLVED: That the amendment to wording be accepted for clarification due to 
additional information and that Lydd Town Council support the transfer of the funds 
arising from the sale of the RBL property in Park Street Lydd to the Ex-Servicemen’s 
Club to be used for the benefit of Ex-Servicemen. 
Proposed by Cllr Chapman and seconded by Cllr Mrs Manahan 
For: 9 
Against: 3 Cllrs Laws, Mrs Jones and Allen 
Abstentions: Cllrs Mrs Duncan and Mrs Rye 
 
The meeting closed at 12.54 pm 
 
 
 
Chairman ___________________________ 
 
Date ______________________ 
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imetable of Meetings 2022 -23    Meetings are held on Monday 

Month Council Planning General 
Purposes  

Personnel Annual 
Town 
Meeting 

Clerk Town Clerk Planning 
Clerk 

Town Clerk Town Clerk Town 
Clerk 

2022      

May 16th 

Council 
AGM/Mayor 
Making 12 
noon 

9th 
6pm 

9th 
6.30 pm 

  

June  6th 
6 pm 

 6th 
6.30pm 

 

July 4th  
Council 
7pm 

4th  
6pm 

   

August No meetings No meetings* No meetings No meetings  

September 5th 
Council 
7pm 

5th  
6 pm 

19th 
6.30pm 

  

October  3rd 
6 pm 

 3rd 
6.30pm 

 

November 7th Council  
Budget setting 
7pm 

7th 
6 pm 

   

December  5th  
6pm 

5th 
6.30pm 

  

2023      

January 9th 
Council, 
Precept & 
Allotments 
7pm 
 

9th 
6 pm 

  30th  
6.30pm 

 

February  6th  
6pm 

6th 
6.30 pm 

  

March 6th 
Council 
7pm 

6th 
6 pm 

   

April  3rd 
6pm  

3rd 
6.30pm 

  24th 
Annual 
Town 
Meeting 
7pm 

May 22nd  
Council 
AGM/Mayor 
Making 
12 noon 

8th 
6pm 

 8th 
6.30pm 
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