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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF LYDD TOWN COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 7th March 2022 at 7pm in the Guild Hall Chamber 

 
Present: Town Mayor, Cllr Martin Sweeney (in part), Deputy Mayor R.S. Jones, Councillors 
Trevor Allen (left the meeting at 7.27pm), Mrs Maria Beach, Darren Chapman (joined the 
meeting at 7.15pm), Mrs Ann Duncan, Clive Goddard, Tony Hills, Mrs Jean Jones, Len 
Laws, Mrs Kerry Manahan, Mrs Debbie McKenna, Mrs Kim Rye, Paul Rye, Graham Snell. 

 
Angela Alexander – Town Clerk 
Mrs Diane Cavey- Assistant Town Clerk 

 
Rev. Chris Maclean led the Council in prayer. 

     
Absent: Cllr Mrs Jade Wainwright                                                                                                  

 
58.   STATEMENT FROM THE MAYOR 

Cllr Sweeney said that in relation to Covid he asked those present to continue to respect each 
other’s personal space and be safe. He said that he would need to bring and agenda item 
forward and then leave the meeting early due to personal reasons and that the Deputy Mayor 
would take over at that point. 

 
59.   MINUTES  

a) RESOLVED: The minutes of the Council meeting held on 10th January 2022 were 
approved and signed as a true record 
Proposed by Cllr Mrs Jean Jones and seconded by Cllr Bob Jones 
For: 12 
Abstentions: 2 (Cllrs Hills and Laws) 

b) RESOLVED: To receive and note the already approved minutes of the Planning 
Committee meetings held on 6th December 2021, 10th January 2022  

c) RESOLVED: To receive and note the already approved minutes of the General 
Purposes Committee meeting held on 6th December 2021 

d) RESOLVED: To receive and note the already approved minutes of the Personnel 
Committee meeting held on 20th September 2021 

.  
60.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 Cllr Hills declared an interest in any matters relating to Kent County Council and Folkestone and 
Hythe District Council 

 Cllr Goddard declared an interest in any matters relating to Folkestone and Hythe District 
Council. 

 
61.   QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

None 
 

62.   ALLOTMENTS (Appendix A page 78) 
Councillors had received paperwork to consider the annual project to be financed by Lydd Town 
Council at the Allotments land which is for work to improve the central access track as detailed in 
the attachments circulated with the agenda. 
RESOLVED: To agree the project to be carried out by Lydd Allotment Association to 
improve the central access track at the allotments as it has some severe potholes causing 
cars to bottom out on the centre of the track for the sum of £4,750 
Proposed by Cllr Allen and seconded by Cllr Goddard 
Unanimous 
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63.     COUNCILLORS REPORTS (Appendix B page  79 to 81) 
A written report from KCC Member for Romney Marsh, Cllr Tony Hills had been previously 
circulated to Councillors with their agenda pack and was also on Lydd Town Council website for 
members of the public to read.  Cllr Hills commented that he was pleased to see KCC press 
releases on the Lydd Town Council website for information. 

 
64.     FINANCIAL MATTERS (Appendix C page 82 to 84) 

A. RESOLVED: To ratify and authorise the payment and receipt of accounts presented 
at the meeting.  
Proposed by Cllr Allen and seconded by Cllr Bob Jones 
For: 13 
Against: 1 Cllr Laws 

B. To receive and note the bank reconciliation.  
C. To receive and note the budget monitor 

Items B and C received and noted 
 
Cllr Darren Chapman joined the meeting at 19.15pm 

 
65.    ELECTRICITY CONTRACT RENEWAL  

A briefing note had been circulated to Councillors as Lydd Town Council’s current contract for the 
supply of electricity with Corona Energy is due to finish on 31st March 2022.  
The Town Clerk advised that Corona Energy have offered a renewal agreement for a further 12 
months which was prepared by them in January 2022 which advised that the contract would be 
automatically renewed unless a termination notice was sent. 
The comparison prices are shown in the table below. 
However, a colleague had approached a broker to provide alternative suppliers with quotes for 
the supply of electricity which is for the Guild Hall, Manor Road Pavilion and the garages. As 
suppliers’ costs fluctuate due to changes in the energy market these figures were valid until 16th 
February 2022 only. 
However, things have now changed as we have now been advised that many of the suppliers 
approached for competitive pricing have withdrawn prices due to the invasion of Ukraine. 
Following this advice, the recommendation is that we stay with our existing provider Corona 
Energy for the 12-month period and then reconsider the contract when the market stabilises. 
In the meantime, the Town Clerk requested a quote from Corona for a 36-month contract which 
was not available at the time of the meeting as supply companies has ceased offering prices at 
the moment due to the unpredictable behaviour of the energy market. 
 

Supplier Term of contract 
 (months) 

Day rate  
(Pence per kWh) 

Standing charge 
 (Pence per day) 

Annual cost  
(Based on 
 6000 kWh) 

Notes 

Corona  Ending 31/03/22 13.9863 32.416 £1,996.00 CURRENT TARIFF 

Corona  12 33.3387 32.581 £2,000.32 RENEWAL PRICE (AS OF 31/01)  
TO TAKE EFFECT FROM 01/03/22 

 

RESOLVED: Delegated authority to the Town Clerk for the new electricity contract. 
Proposed by Cllr Snell and seconded by Cllr Hills 
Unanimous 
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66.            MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR ELECT FOR 2022-23 (Appendix D page 85 to 87) 

a) There was only one Nomination for Mayor Elect which was Cllr Martin Sweeney 
proposed by Cllr Bob Jones and seconded by Cllr Paul Rye and this was put to the 
vote by a show of hands 
Voting 
For: 13 
Cllr Goddard did not vote 
Mayor Elect for 2022 -23 is Cllr Martin Sweeney 

b) Nominations for Deputy Mayor Elect were as follows:  
i) Cllr Bob Jones – proposed by Cllr Martin Sweeney and seconded by Cllr Mrs 

Kim Rye.  Cllr Bob Jones received 8 votes 
ii) Cllr Mrs Ann Duncan – proposed by Cllr Graham Snell and seconded by Cllr 

Tony Hills.  Cllr Mrs Ann Duncan received 7 votes 
The Mayor declared the result of the vote by paper ballot as Cllr Bob Jones who 
was declared Deputy Mayor Elect 
 

Cllr Allen left the meeting at 19.27 pm 
 

67.   REVIEW OF DOCUMENTS 
   Councillors had received the documents below with their agenda pack for review 
    and approval. 

   a) RESOVLED: Following review to Approve the Internal Auditor’s Terms of Reference 
for 2022-23 

   b)   RESOLVED: Following review to Approve the Internal Audit Plan 2022-23 
   c) RESOLVED: Following review to Approve the Statement of Internal Control 2022-23 
   d) RESOLVED: Following review to approve the Risk Management Document 2022-23 
  Proposed by Cllr Hills and seconded by Cllr Paul Rye 

For: 11 
Against: 2 (Cllrs Laws and Snell)  
 

68.   GREAT BRITISH SPRING CLEAN 2022 
    Councillor Goddard report on the arrangements for the Great British Spring Clean in Lydd  
     which he was arranging as a District Councillor and was being sponsored by Folkestone  
     and Hythe District Council. Councillor Goddard said that everyone was welcome to attend  
     on 2nd April at 10am at the rear of the Guild Hall in Park Street to join the litter pick in Lydd. 

 
69.   REQUEST FROM KENT ASSOCIATION FOR THE BLIND TO USE THE RYPE  
         (Appendix E page 88 to 89) 

Councillors considered a request from Kent Association for the Blind to park their mobile eye 
health bus on the outer edge of the Rype for a day in April so that people can come and have 
free eye health advice. They also need enough space to put up their awning and to be safe for 
pedestrians.  https://www.kab.org.uk/get-support/help-advice/iris-mobile-sight-centre/  
RESOLVED: To grant permission to the Kent Association of the Blind for use of the Rype 
on 11th April to park their mobile eye bus and awning to offer free health advice to the 
community. 
Proposed by Cllr Snell and seconded by Cllr Laws 
CON  
Councillors were asked to consider a request from The Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
(RICS) in relation to the lighting of the Platinum Jubilee Beacons.  
Unanimous 

 
 
 

https://www.kab.org.uk/get-support/help-advice/iris-mobile-sight-centre/
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REQUEST FROM RICS - LIGHTING OF A PLATINUM JUBILEE BEACON 
Councillors were invited to consider a request from RICS in relation to the information previously 
circulated to them with their agenda pack as follows:       
The Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) contacted Lydd Town Council in 
relation to the Platinum Jubilee Beacon lighting. They explained that historically 
RICS has lit a chain of beacons as part of Jubilee events and that they have been 
asked to light an anchor chain of 40 beacons for the Platinum Jubilee. 
They said that they would provide a freestanding gas beacon with volunteers to light 
it and that they had been given permission by the Watersports Club at Herons Park 
to site it there. RICS asked in Lydd Town Council wished to be involved and that 
they are happy to work with councils who would like to open the events to the local 
community. 
I made contact to explain that Lydd Town Council are arranging our own Beacon 
Lighting ceremony to which the community are invited and talked them through the 
plans that have so far been decided as part of the General Purposes Committee and 
that if they wished to provide support or funding for the Lydd Town Council event 
then that this could be considered and their request would be an agenda item for the 
Council to discuss if they could provide me with sufficient details. 
They have now sent the details below: 
As part of previous Jubilee celebrations, RICS has historically lit the anchor chain of 
beacons. Originally in 1977, RICS lit more than 100 beacons for the Silver Jubilee, 
and Lydd was one in our original chain – I believe the Mayor of Lydd actually lit the 
beacon. We lit the beacons again for the Golden and Diamond Jubilees, although 
fewer in number, and I believe Lydd was also part of the chain on those occasions. 
RICS has been asked to light the chain once more on the 2nd June as part of the 
celebrations for the Platinum Jubilee, and we would welcome Lydd’s inclusion in the 
chain. The only requirement is that the beacon is lit at 9:30pm rather than the slightly 
later time of 9:45pm that the rest of the beacons in the country outside the RICS 
chain are being lit. RICS can also help publicise beacon sites within the chain, and 
provide members to support as stewards on the day if needed. 
The options Councillors were asked to consider were as follows: 
a) Lydd Town Council event - In considering the request from RICS, Councillors 
should pay particular attention to the highlighted text in that they would wish 
the beacon to be lit at their request at 9.30pm and not the time at which Lydd 
Town Council would light the beacon which is it 9.45pm as set out in the 
guidance by the Pageant Master at the Lydd Town Council event 
b) RICS beacon at Herons Park Watersports Club -To consider granting 
permission to RICS to light their own beacon at a different location earlier that 
the Lydd Town Council beacon 
c) To decline permission to RICS 
Cllr Bob Jones said that he felt lighting a second beacon in Lydd would detract from the 
event being organised by Lydd Town Council’s General Purposes Committee and that it was 
hoped as many people as possible would attend that event. 
Cllr Hills said he felt that Lydd Town Council should stay with the timings set by the Pageant 
Master on these occasions. 
Cllr Snell said that in 2012 he went to Herons Park to light a beacon but it was difficult to co-
ordinate lighting two beacons and felt that the decision should be left to the Mayor to decide. 
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Cllr Jones reported on the items that have already been ordered in readiness for the event 
and requested delegated authority for the office to order some of the smaller items such as 
bunting, flags and commemorative mugs for the school children which would be reported to 
the next General Purposes Committee meeting. 
RESOLVED: That the decision to attend the RICS event be left to the Mayor 
That the smaller items required for the Lydd Town Council Beacon lighting event be 
ordered by the office under delegated authority and a spreadsheet of expenditure to 
date reported to the next meeting of the General Purposes Committee. 

. 
              

70.      MARSH VINTAGE FAIR 
Councillors were advised that the Marsh Vintage Fair have cancelled their booking for Tuesday 
29th March - 11th April and request the use of the Rype for the new dates as follows: 18th 
October - 1st November 2022 
Cllr Mrs Kerry Manahan proposed that she approached other Fairground as she had several 
contacts to book them for the Rype for the end March, beginning of April period.  This was 
seconded by Cllr Mrs Ann Duncan. 
RESOLVED: That Cllr Mrs Manahan be granted a mandate from the Council to approach 
other fairground operators to hold a Fair on the Rype during the end March/beginning 
April period due to the cancellation of Marsh Vintage Amusements 
Unanimous 
 

71.      CONSULTATIONS 
The following consultations had been circulated to councillors for comment. 

i) Consultation on Statement of Principles for Gambling (Gambling Act 2005) 
FHDC is required to have a written Statement of Principles setting out its approach 
and expectations as a licensing authority under the Gambling Act 2005. The statement must 
be reviewed every 3 years. 
A draft revised statement is now open for consultation and can be viewed at 
https://www.folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/gambling/licenses-permits  
If you would like to submit comments on the policy, please email 
licensing@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk The latest date for comments is 8th March 2022 

 
Cllr. Goddard said that this was a very important consultation and that one of the best 
consultations that Folkestone and Hythe District Council has produced and advised 
Councillors that their input was important. 
 

ii) Consultation on proposed savings for the Supported Bus Services 
KCC’s budget for the 2022/23 financial year was agreed on Thursday 10th February and included 
a reduction to the Supported Bus budget to £4.3m representing a decrease of £2.2 million. KCC 
currently spends about £6 million a year to contract services which are not profitable for bus 
companies but which the council thinks are important to the communities they serve. The 
proposed changes mean 48 contracts have bn selected for possible withdrawal from the budget. 
The consultation formally opens 24th February and will close on 20th April.   
Visit www.kent.gov.uk/bussavings to view the full list of the services proposed to be withdrawn 
and take part in the consultation. For queries or requests for hard copies, email 
bussavings@kent.gov.uk or call 03000 421437 referencing KCC Bus Funding Reduction. 
 
Cllr Hills said that this was very important but none of the services on the Marsh were to 
be affected but there are some bus services that are barely used which puts the service 
provider in a tough place. 
 
Received and noted – no comments submitted by Councillors at the meeting, 

https://www.folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/gambling/licenses-permits
mailto:licensing@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
http://www.kent.gov.uk/bussavings
mailto:bussavings@kent.gov.uk
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CIVIC ENGAGEMENTS  
The Deputy Mayor advised that there had been no civic engagements at which the Town Council 
has been represented during February. 

 
 

                                                                                                         

 
     

                    
 
 
The meeting closed at 7.55 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman ___________________________ 
 
Date ____________________________ 
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Kent Association of the Blind are bringing their Mobile Eye 

Health Bus, IRIS, to our district in April, offering free eye advice 

to our residents.  

Please can you share this opportunity with your local community.  

 

Mon 4th April – Hythe (Mount Street car park - old Aldi car 

park)  

Tues 5th April – New Romney (Church Road car park) 

Wednesday 6th April – Folkestone Precinct (near Lloyds Bank) 

Monday 11th April – Lydd (The Rype)  

Tuesday 12th April – Folkestone Nepalese Community Centre 

Wednesday 13th April – Hawkinge Community Centre. For 

further 


