
Town Council Minutes 3rd July 2023 

                172 
 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF LYDD TOWN COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 3rd July 2023 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber at the Guild Hall 

 
Present: Town Mayor, R.S. Jones, Councillors, Maria Beach, Darren Chapman (Deputy 
Mayor), Ann Duncan, Clive Goddard, Mrs Pippa Harston, Mrs Jean Jones, Len Laws,                  
Mrs Kerry Manahan, Alan Martin, Mrs Suzanne Piper, Mrs Kim Rye, Paul Rye and Martin 
Sweeney. 
 
Angela Alexander – Town Clerk 
Mrs Diane Cavey -   Assistant Town Clerk 
 
PRAYERS – Rev. David Parrott led the Council in prayers. 
                                                                                                        

141.    APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Cllr Tony May (unwell), Cllr Mrs McKenna (no reason given) 
 

142.    COMMUNITY AWARD PRESENTATIONS 
The Town Mayor presented Lydd Town Council community award certificates to the organisers of 
the Lydd Town Jubilee and Coronation events, Jessica Duncan, Kerry James and Emily Smith 
following a proposal made by the Deputy Mayor Cllr Darren Chapman at the Annual Council 
meeting. Cllr Chapman thanked them for organising a fantastic event for the community of Lydd 
 

143.    MINUTES  
a) RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Annual Statutory Meeting held on 22nd May 

2023 were approved and signed as a true record 
Proposed by Cllr Sweeney and seconded by Cllr Mrs Jones 
Unanimous 

b) RESOLVED: To receive the already approved minutes of the Planning Committee 
meetings held on 6th March 2023 

c) RESOLVED: To receive the already approved minutes of the Personnel Committee 
meeting held on 30th January 2023 and 3rd April 2023 

 
144. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

Cllr Goddard declared an interest in any matters relating to Folkestone and Hythe District Council 
and item 14 on the agenda being a request to display trophies in the Guild Hall 
Cllr Mrs Piper declared an interest in item 9 being the installation of a donated bench 
Cllr Mrs Duncan declared an interest in item 10 being the ex-servicemen’s club 
Cllr Martin declared an interest in any matters relating to Folkestone and Hythe District Council.  
 

145. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
The meeting was adjourned for questions from the public 

1. Peter Webb – please explain the involvement of Lydd Town Council Planning Committee 
with Planning Application 23/0814/FH regarding the railway yard. 
Cllr Mrs Duncan (Chairman of the Planning Committee) explained that the application had 
been considered at the Planning Committee meeting held at 6pm this evening and it was 
voted against as the Committee members have concerns.   
Mr Webb went on to say that it is worrying that it has asbestos and oil and is a fire hazard 
area which will put residents at risk and asked why the Town Council have only just 
considered it when it has been in with FHDC for 38 days 
Cllr Goddard explained that Lydd Town Council are consultees on the application and it is 
going through the usual process as with any other planning application for example 
validation.  Cllr Goddard went on to say that as a District Councillor he has called this in 
to the FHDC planning committee 
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2. Martin Hooper 

a) Will this town council seriously look into the sound system for the main council 
chamber as this question has now been asked on numerous occasions over many 
years. Normal response we'll look into it or we have more important things to spend 
money on.? 
The Mayor replied that there was no money included in the agreed budget for this 
financial year which was agreed by full Council in the last financial year – the position 
on this matter has not changed since the response given by Cllr Martin Sweeney 
when he was the Mayor 

b) What is the process for nominations for Freeman of the parish? 
The Mayor replied that there is an adopted Honorary Freeman Scheme which is on 
the Town Council website to view and the Mayor read out the criteria.  Mr Hooper 
asked if a resident could nominate someone and the Town Clerk advised that they 
could but would need to be sponsored by a Councillor and advised that the Honorary 
Freeman Scheme is on the website where he would be able to view all the details to 
follow should he wish to make a nomination. 

c) I would ask Councillors Bob Jones. Martin Sweeney Jean Jones to explain the 
negative comments they made to the organisers of the coronation celebrations? 
Cllr Sweeney said that he would like to respond and that Jess Duncan had phoned 
him on Thursday prior to the Coronation event on Sunday.  Cllr Sweeney said that the 
Town Council provided electricity for the event but that he was not available to assist 
as he was attending the Coronation at Westminster.  An assumption was made that 
Cllr Sweeney would make the electrical connections as he does this on a voluntary 
basis for Lydd Club Day.  Cllr Sweeney said that he had donated £120 from his 
Mayors fund and that he had received a complaint from a Manor Road resident about 
the event which he assessed and didn’t take this any further. He advised that a new 
socket has been installed at the cost of Lydd Town Council. 

d) As this council is now only holding half the meetings do Councillors feel it is necessary 
to have a full- time staff? 
Cllr Chapman responded in his role of Chairman of Personnel and advised Mr Hooper 
that from June 2023 until May 2024 there are 24 meetings on the timetable and that 
we don’t just hold 6 meetings a year as Mr Hooper had suggested.  This averages out 
at 2 per month some months there are three meetings a month which all require 
agendas, minutes, preparation and time for actions and feedback.  There are no 
meetings in August so that the staff can take some holiday. 
Cllr Chapman said that the Town Clerk works full time and there is an Assistant part 
time and a caretaker and finds it an insult when the staff are working hard and that he 
considers we are actually understaffed. The bigger picture is that the meeting 
schedule was agreed by full Council and is planned for the benefit of the Town. 

e) Can the Councillors responsible for phase 2 of the play park on the Rype please look 
at the position of the baby swings as looking at the plans they face completely the 
wrong way. As any Councillor who has taken small children on to the Rype in windy 
weather will realise the wind blows mainly from Paine Avenue or the roundabout. NOT 
MANOR ROAD OR THE DOLPHIN. So would suggest a bit more thought is put in to 
the positioning of the swings  
The Mayor advised Mr Hooper that the Layout will be finalised with RoSPA and the 
installers of the equipment. 
The meeting was reconvened 
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146.      LYDD ARMY CAMP 

The Town Clerk advised that following noise complaint made by residents about the training 
at the Army Camp she had made contact with the MOD and had received the following letter 
which she read aloud. 

 
 

147.      FINANCIAL MATTERS (Appendix A page 178 to 183) 
a) RESOLVED: To note the receipt of the sum of £5096.39 from Arqiva for the rental 

of allotment plots for the Mast sited at Lydd allotments and that this money is 
specifically ringfenced to be used at the allotment and not to be used as part of 
general expenditure 

b) RESOLVED: The report from the Internal Auditor for the financial year 2022-23 was 
received and adopted 

c) RESOLVED: To receive and ratify the payments and receipts from 1st April to 31st 
May 2023 
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d) RESOLVED: To receive and note the bank reconciliations and supporting bank 

statements to 31st May 2023 
e) RESOLVED: To receive and note the budget monitor from 1st April to 31st May 2023 
RESOLVED: To approve items a to e  
Proposed by Cllr Mrs Jean Jones and seconded by Cllr Mrs Ann Duncan 
Unanimous 

 
 

148.       D-DAY 6TH JUNE 2024 THE INTERNATIONAL TRIBUTE 
The Town Clerk advised that we are now receiving the arrangements for the D Day event to 
be held on 6th June 2024 from the Pageant Master Bruno Peek. 
The reading of the International Tribute will take place at 9.15pm with the Beacon lighting 
ceremony which will be at The Banks Dennes Lane. The Nation’s Tribute will be read at the 
time of the beacon lighting. 
The International 80th Anniversary D-Day Beacon will be lit at 8.15pm (British Summer time), 
at the British Normandy Memorial overlooking Gold Beach, with the other Beacons located on 
Utah, Omaha, Juno and Sword, in Normandy, France, being lit at 8.30pm BST, followed by 
the Principal United Kingdom, Channel Island and Isle of Man Beacon at Portsmouth, 
England at 9.15pm BST, all communities in France and the UK to commemorate 
D-Day and give thanks for eighty years of peace and freedom 
Received and noted 

 
149.      REQUEST FOR THE INSTALLATION OF A DONATED BENCH ON THE RYPE 

A) Councillors considered a request from Cllr Mrs Piper to install a bench donated by her on the 
Rype.  Cllr Mrs Piper said that she had approached Cllr Hills for funding with a view to install 
a bench at the end of Vinelands as there was no room for a perch seat in the bus shelter.  Cllr 
Hills had said that the request for funding would need to come from an organisation.  There 
was a site meeting in February but the ownership of the land where she would like the bench 
installed had not been ascertained and she had already ordered and paid for the bench from 
Folkestone and Hythe District Council. Following a meeting with the Mayor and Town Clerk 
advice had been given that the Town Council could only consider the installation of the bench 
on their land and not land belonging to other owners and therefore Cllr Mrs Piper was 
requesting that the bench be installed on the Rype in the children under 5 play area. 

B) Councillors agreed that the cost of the installation and the ongoing upkeep is the 
responsibility of Lydd Town Council. 
RESOLVED: That the Council support the installation of the bench in the under 5s play 
area and pay for the installation.  Town Clerk and Mayor to meet with the contractor to 
progress the siting and installation 
Proposed by Cllr Mrs Jones and seconded by Cllr Mrs Duncan 
Unanimous 

 
150.   EX-SERVICEMENS CLUB ROYAL BRITISH LEGION  

Following the election of Mayor and Deputy Mayor as Trustees for the Lydd Ex-Servicemen’s 
Club Immediate Aid Fund at the May Annual Council Meeting Councillors considered the 
appointment of one senior councillor being the third appointed trustee member of Lydd Town 
Council for the distribution of the funds held in trust 
The Mayor and Deputy Mayor are automatically appointed annually as part of their elected role. 
Cllr Goddard said that as Cllr Sweeney had been involved with the Town Clerk and Ex-
Servicemen’s Club on this project that he should continue with this as a Trustee 
RESOLVED: That Cllr Martin Sweeney be appointed as Trustee 
Proposed by Cllr Goddard and seconded by the Town Mayor 
For: 13 
Abstention: 1 Cllr Mrs Duncan 
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151. LYDD IN BLOOM  

a) Councillors received their lists for preliminary judging of Lydd in Bloom 2023 to be 
returned to the Guild Hall by 9am on 17th July 2023. 
It was noted that members of the public can nominate gardens for the final judges to 
consider as well as Councillors.  

b) The final judging will be carried out by the Mayoress, Cllr Mrs Jean Jones and the 
Chairman of the Allotment Association Management Team, Mr Roger Hooper. 

Received and noted 
 
 

152.    CIVIC ENGAGEMENTS (Appendix B page 184 to185) 
The civic engagements at which the Town Council has been represented by the Mayor were 
received and noted. 
 

153.   PRESS AND PUBLIC EXCLUDED 
RESOLVED: That public and press be excluded from the following confidential sensitive 
agenda item relating to an individual and being exempt as defined in Schedule 12 of the 
Local Gov Act 1972. 
Proposed by Cllr Mrs Duncan and seconded by Cllr Chapman 
For: 12 
Against: 1 Cllr Laws 
Abstention: 1 Cllr Mrs Rye 
 

154.    REQUEST TO DISPLAY TROPHIES DONATED BY GT PAINE IN 1948 IN THE 
           GUILD HALL CHAMBER 

Cllr Clive Goddard reported on this matter saying that the Lydd Club Day Trophies had been 
donated in 1948 by GT Paine and advised Councillors that Barbara Walker had approached him 
in November 2022 as they were in her possession for her role on Lydd Club Day Committee and 
read a letter from Mrs Walker as follows: 
Following a valuation of the three Lydd Club Day trophies I have been advised by the valuer, 
Topps Jewellers Ashford that these items should be kept in a safe and secure place. 
The history of these trophies is that they were gifted by GT Paine in 1948 and the Lydd Club Day 
constitution details that if Lydd Club Day were to cease that assets would be placed in trust.  
Prior to COVID the Committee had discussed requesting the Town Council to hold the trophies 
on their behalf as they had not been given out for over 10 years and following valuation feel that 
this is appropriate now as there are insurance implications for any winner of these trophies. 
I have spoken with Cllr Clive Goddard who has suggested that he will formally propose this on 
my behalf and the potential opportunity to display them in the Guild Hall as a memory of the 
Town’s history. 
Cllr Mrs Duncan said that this matter was not discussed by the Club Day Committee and did not 
know where the trophies were until recently. 
Cllr Goddard replied that the trophies are worth a lot of money and had suggested that they could 
be put into safekeeping in the Guild Hall safe with a view to being displayed in the Council 
chamber in the future. 
Cllr Mrs Manahan said that she been asking where the trophies were and that Topps are a pawn 
broker not a jeweller and that Barbara Walker was no longer on Lydd Club Day Committee. 
Cllr Mrs Duncan said that years ago they were kept at Lydd Town Council as Lydd Club Day 
does not have a permanent base.   
Cllr Laws said that the trophies are too valuable to put on display. 
Cllr Sweeney proposed that the trophies are kept in the Guild Hall for safe keeping. 
RESOLVED: That delegated authority is given to the Town Clerk to speak to our Insurers 
on this matter to establish their opinion and to determine how they wish to proceed under 
the Town Council’s insurance for the Lydd Club Day trophies. 
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156.  DISMISSAL OF TRIBUNAL LYDD RESIDENT V ICO (Appendix C page 186 to 205) 

Confidential Report 2023/C0011 
The Chairman of the Personnel Committee reported to Councillors on the outcome of the cases 
brought by a Lydd resident v the Information Commissioners Office in relation to their various 
decision notices relating to the residents Freedom of Information Requests concerning Lydd 
Town Council saying that the Judge had dismissed the case brought by the Lydd resident. 
Cllr Goddard congratulated Cllr Chapman on his report. 
RESOLVED: Report received and adopted 
Proposed by Cllr Chapman and seconded by Cllr Mrs Duncan 
Unanimous 
 
The meeting closed at 8.35pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman ______________________________ 
 
 
Date _________________ 
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CIVIC AND SOCIAL ENGAGEMENTS 2023 

 

May 2023  

The Town Mayor 

Cllr Martin Sweeney 

 

6th   Kings Coronation 

   Westminster Abbey 

 

21st   Standing Joint Committee 

   Town Clerk and Town Sergeant    TS  

 

May 22nd May 2023 Mayor Making – Statutory Annual Meeting 

 

The Town Mayor 

Cllr Bob Jones 

 

 

25th   CARM – Unveiling of a community wall hanging 

   Dungeness train station 
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CIVIC AND SOCIAL ENGAGEMENTS 2023 
 

June 2023  
The Town Mayor 

Cllr Bob Jones 

 

10th   Lydd Football Club Presentations 

 

17th   Lydd Club Day Luncheon    TS 

 

20th   Maidstone – Armed Forces Day Flag Raising TS 

 

26th    Lydd Mayors Reception     TS 

 

29th   Deal – Annual Ceremonial Mayor Making  TS 
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