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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF LYDD TOWN COUNCIL 
Monday 8th January 2024 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber at the Guild Hall 
Present: Town Mayor, R.S. Jones, Councillors, Maria Beach, Mrs Ann Duncan, Clive 
Goddard, Mrs Pippa Harston, Mrs Jean Jones, Alan Martin, Anthony May, Mrs Debbie 
McKenna, Mrs Suzanne Piper, Paul Rye, Martin Sweeney. 
 
Angela Alexander –  Town Clerk 
Mrs Diane Cavey -    Assistant Town Clerk 
 

7 members of the public 
 

7. PRAYERS –Rev. David Parrott led the Council in prayers. 
                                                                                                      

8. APOLOGIES: Cllrs Darren Chapman (work commitments), Mrs Kim Rye (unwell),  
KCC Tony Hills 
ABSENT: Cllrs Len Laws, Mrs Kerry Manahan 
 

9. MINUTES 
a) RESOLVED: The minutes of the Council meeting held on 6th November 2023 were 

approved and signed as a true record 
Proposed by Cllr Paul Rye and seconded by Cllr Mrs Jones 
For: 8 
Against: 0 
Abstention: 4 (Cllrs Mrs Ann Duncan, Anthony May, Mrs Suzanne Piper, Martin 
Sweeney) 

b) RESOLVED: The already approved minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held 
on 2nd October 2023 and 6th November 2023 were received and noted. 
 

10. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
Cllr Clive Goddard declared an interest in item 7 on the agenda covering the RBL poppy appeal, 
Christmas Band Concert and Lydd in Lights and all matters concerning Folkestone and Hythe 
District Council. 
Cllr Alan Martin declared an interest in all matters concerning Folkestone and Hythe District 
Council. 
 

11. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
The meeting was adjourned to hear questions from members of the public 
Martin Hooper 
Q1  Please can I have an update on removal of caravans from Carpenters caravan storage as 
requested at last meeting on 6/11/23. Cllr Goddard sent me a text on 14/11/23 and I have heard 
nothing since? 
Cllr Goddard said that he had received a reply to the question from Lisette Patching at FHDC and 
sent this by text to Mr Hooper on 13th November 2023 and he had chased this matter again today 
when advised of the question by the Town Clerk.  Cllr Goddard said that he had not received a 
further update and would update Mr Hooper when once was received. 
Q2 Can the Mayor reiterate the answer to the question re phase 2 of the play park about 
positioning of swings asked on 6/11/23 as the minutes from that meeting do not appear to show 
the answer given? 
The mayor responded that the answer is shown in the Minutes of the meeting and that as a 
Council we take guidance and advice from experts- in this case RoSPA and the playground 
designers. 
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Q3 There seems to be a lot of council business being resolved and waved through to 
enclosures without being discussed in the council meeting. When is this business discussed? 
The Mayor responded that all Councillors may raise questions on agenda items if they wish  
for clarification or if they do not understand so that they can make an informed decision at the 
meeting.  Councillors may raise questions before or at the meeting if they wish to before making 
their decision and voting. 
Q4 Why is it that the majority of councillors do not respond to requests from the resident 
group when asking for information/feedback? 
The Mayor said that he cannot answer on behalf of individual councillors.   
Cllr Paul Rye said if a question was directed to him personally, he could respond but not on 
behalf of the Council and asked when this question had been sent.  Mr Hooper asked Mr Peter 
Webb when he had submitted the question and he said that this was in November. 
Peter Webb 
Q1 When will the Rype Play Park be completed 
The Mayor said that Phase 1 is complete and Phase 2 is complete and No Dog signs will be 
installed on the fencing shortly.  Mr Webb said that Mr Easter had told him that Cllr Sweeney had 
said that the green covered structure was being moved (Cllr Sweeney disputed this statement) 
and that the Mayor wanted it removed.  Mr Webb said that the construction brings in teenagers 
who break grass, have bags of weed and vapes and that he doesn’t like the music that they play. 
Q2 In follow up to my question regarding the work spec for the handyman, could you please 
be more precise on what his duties are. 
The Mayor said that the Caretaker has a set programme of weekly routine tasks and his first jobs 
are to empty the bins and then other jobs that crop up. 
Hugh Couldridge 
Q1  I would like a greater understanding of how the CCTV Feasibility Study was compiled 
and had been provided the Minutes by the Town Clerk but wanted a copy of the full report. 
It was advised that permission would need to be requested from the Author of the report. 
The CCTV Feasibility Study was focused among the key areas of the general rate of crime, and  
Q2  I would like information on the process as to how a town councillor can raise an issue 
that he/she wishes the council to address. 
The Mayor said that Councillors should write to the Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Chairman of the 
appropriate Committee and Town Clerk who will then discuss the matter being raised by the 
Councillor. 
The meeting was reconvened 
 

12. FINANCES (Appendix A page 9 to 17) 
a) RESOLVED: To ratify and approve payments and receipts as circulated Proposed by 

Cllr Sweeney and seconded by Cllr Mrs Jones 
b) RESOLVED: To receive and note the bank reconciliation.  
c) RESOLVED: To receive and note the budget monitor  
d) RESOLVED: To approve the statement of internal control as circulated  

Proposed by Cllr May and seconded by Cllr Mrs Piper 
Unanimous 

e) RESOLVED: To approve the draft audit plan as circulated 
f) Proposed by Cllr Paul Rye and seconded by Cllr Mrs Piper 

Unanimous 
g) RESOLVED: To approve the Internal Auditor terms of reference as circulated 

Proposed by Cllr Paul Rye and seconded by Cllr Mrs Piper 
Unanimous 
 
 
 
 



Town Council Minutes 8th January 2024 

            5 

 
13. BUDGET AND PRECEPT SETTING (Appendix B page 18 to 19) 

A) RESOLVED Councillors received and adopted the budget as agreed in draft format 
following consideration at the Council meeting on 6th November 2023. 
Proposed by Cllr Mrs Jean Jones and seconded by Cllr Paul Rye 
For: 10 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 2 (Cllrs May and Mrs Piper) 

B) The provisional Council tax base for 2024-25 of 2187.85 as advised by Folkestone and 
Hythe District Council was received and noted 

C) RESOLVED: Councillors considered and set the precept request for the financial 
period 2024-25 in line with the agreed and adopted budget.  The precept request was 
set at £178,900 
Proposed by Cllr Jean Jones and seconded by Cllr Paul Rye 
Unanimous 

 
14. DONATION FROM LYDD MUNICIPAL CHARITIES 

The Town Clerk advised that the annual donation of £5,000 from Lydd Municipal Charities on 1st 
December 2023 had been received and that this money is ringfenced to be used for the funding 
of small grant applications by local Charitable and voluntary organisation including Club Day and 
Twinning as agreed in the adopted budget with a cap of £500 per organisation and the closing 
date for applications is 5th February 2024. The Town Clerk said that the details have previously 
been emailed to Councillors and the poster and application form is on the Town Council website 
and asked those Councillors involved with local organisations to advise them that the application 
process is open. 
Received and noted 
 

15. ALLOTMENTS 
As part of the Allotment Self- Management Agreement between Lydd Town Council and Lydd 
Allotments Association Management Team the Council considers funding an annual project put 
forward which supports the improvement of allotment land and facilities.  The request from the 
AAMT is for £1,500 to replace the timber cladding to the Cabin which currently has water ingress. 
RESOLVED: To support the application for £1,500 to replace the timber cladding to the 
cabin at Lydd Allotments 
Proposed by Cllr Mrs Duncan and seconded by Cllr Mrs Jones 
Unanimous 
 

16. RBL POPPY APPEAL, BAND CONCERT AND LYDD IN LIGHTS 
Cllr Clive Goddard reported as follows:  

a) RBL Poppy Appeal 2023 
Around 30 collecting tins were distributed around Lydd and Brookland in shops, pubs and 
our two primary schools in Lydd. After the 2023 Appeal ended the monies were counted 
and a grand total of £2,885.75 was raised. A special mention must go to Lydd & 
Greatstone school pupils, staff and parents. Lydd school raised a whopping £293.49 and 
Greatstone school a £238.01 The scouts did street collections in Lydd town and raised a 
brilliant £240.53 in just two weekends and in appalling wet weather conditions 
I must thank all the volunteers and Angela the Town Clerk for their assistance in counting 
the money along with the hospitality and Rita (my mum) for all her help.  

b) Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas Christmas Concert 2023 
The Lydd Town Council Christmas concert by the Band of the brigade of Gurkhas was 
held in All Saint Church Friday 8th December 2023.led by the Band Master Capt. Esther 
Hayes. It was an evening of incredible music from the world-renowned Gurkha Band The 
concert included a lively mix of Western and Nepali music, a selection of rousing military 
tunes and Abba gold 
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•  “a night at the proms - Gurkha style!” 
• I would like to thank the Church community for the making the refreshments – the 
Town Council has reimbursed the Church for the cost of refreshments and the heating of 
the Church for the evening 
• The concert was attended by Mayors from Hawkinge, Ramsgate, Maidstone, 
Sevenoaks, Winchelsea, Rye, Deal, Folkestone and Chairmen of Dover and Thanet 
District Councils 
• Thank you to the local businesses who donated raffle prizes for the event  
Spar, Lydd £40 voucher 
The Pilot, Dungeness £40 voucher 
Lydd Golf Club— 1 x 18-hole game for 2 people 
Lydd Golf Club—Afternoon tea 
Action Watersports -£23 voucher 
Brew 32, Lydd—Afternoon Tea 
Lydd Vets 
Londis Greatstone 
Usher Motors 
Lyons Outfitters, Lydd 
M&M Richardson, Dungeness 
Varne Fish and Chip shop 
Banks Sports and Social Club 
Thank you to all the people attending who gave money and raffle prizes and the proceeds 
of which will be donated to the Gurkha Welfare Trust to continue their fantastic work such 
as getting clean water to villages and providing health checks in remote parts of Nepal 
and helping people have safe homes to live in after the devastating effects of the 
earthquake in 2015. 
We do not have the final total as yet but in advance a thank you to the Mayor who has 
pledged a donation to make up the total to a round sum. 

c) Lydd in Lights competition and presentation evening 2023 
The Judging took place on December 11th -Clive, Mayor and Mayoress – Town Clerk 
administration of scoring and then myself and the Town Clerk delivered the invitation 
letters to winners to receive their prizes at the presentation evening held on 14th 
December.  Thank you to the Town Clerk for designing the certificates and her assistant 
for adding in the addresses. All winners received a certificate and hamper and the 
contents were purchased from local shops in Lydd by Angela and Anthony keeping all the 
money spent to benefit the local economy. (Anthony said he had never done so much 
shopping in such a short time). The Chamber was packed for the presentation evening 
and it was lovely to see families with their children attending. 
Winners as follows 
3rd Prize Coast -  49 Lade Fort Crescent 
3rd Prize Town -  95 Station Road  
2nd Prize Coast  Hogwarts Lade Fort Crescent   
2nd Prize Town -  4 Queensway  
1st Prize Coast  94 Lade Fort Crescent  
1st Prize Town   57 Sycamore Close   
Overall Winner Parish 70 Coast Drive 

Reports received and noted. 
 

  17. REQUEST TO PLANT TWO DONATED TREES ON THE RYPE (Appendix C page 20 to 21) 
Mr Alan Whiteside had submitted a request to plant two commemorative Holm Oak trees with 
guards in the style of those recently planted by the Town Council to be located at the Hamilton 
Road end of the Rype.  A location plan was circulated to Councillors to consider. 
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RESOLVED: To grant permission to Mr Whiteside for the planting of two Holm Oak trees at 
the Hamilton Road/Rype location.  Trees to be purchased by Lydd Town Council and 
planted by Gibbs under agreement with Lydd Town Council.  Mr Whiteside to reimburse 
Lydd Town Council for the cost. Exact location to be agreed at a site meeting with Mr 
Whiteside, Gibbs and Town Clerk. 
Proposed by Cllr Goddard and seconded by Cllr Mrs Jones 
Unanimous 
 

  18. DONATION OF DEFIBRILATOR  
Councillors considered the offer of a donated defibrillator which also has child electrodes fitted 
and the suggested installation of this at the Banks tennis courts which are being used as part of 
the Lydd school curriculum and associated one-off and annual costs. 
Lydd Town Council has been contacted by Hopkins who service and maintain our two 
defibrillators as they have been given a defibrillator donated by Greatstone School who want it to 
go in the local community and so Hopkins thought of Lydd Town Council. 
As this defibrillator has come from the school it also has infant/child electrodes fitted as well as 
adult electrodes. I have discussed with Hopkins the potential for this to be used at the tennis 
courts as they are being used by Lydd School as part of their curriculum and Hopkins think that 
this would be an ideal placement. 
It is for Councillors to consider if they wish to progress this and below is relevant information for 
consideration. 

• It is the same make and model as we currently have.  So there is equipment uniformity 
within the community. 

• It has the benefit of including infant/child electrodes 

• It is covered by the manufacturer’s warranty until 2027 
 
For consideration by Councillors due to financial implications, 

• It will need housing in a cabinet at a cost of £549 

• Fitting and Electrical installation costs to an appropriate supply £200 (this will need 
agreeing with the Banks Sports and Social Club) 

• AED Aftercare and Governance for 2024 is £207.90 

• In May of 2024 the adult electrodes and lithium battery will need replacing £245 

• In June 2026 the Infant/Child electrodes will need replacing 
All prices are of course subject to VAT.  
It was confirmed that Hopkins looks after the Lydd Town Council defibrillators under contract.  
RESOLVED: To accept the offer of the defibrillator with the associated costs as set out 
above and that it is installed at the exterior of the Banks Pavilion 
Proposed by Cllr May and seconded by Cllr Mrs Piper 
Unanimous 
 

19. REQUEST TO USE THE RYPE BY LYDD MARKET 
RESOLVED: To support the request from Lydd Market to use the Rype on Sunday 4th 
August to hold a summer food festival and craft market from 10am to 4pm. Permission is 
subject to the receipt of valid Insurance documents, risk assessments and certificates 
associated with the event. To note that the Pavilion is not currently in use and to advise 
accordingly. 
For 11 
Against 0 
Abstention 1 (Cllr Beach) 
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20. KENT LOCAL FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 2024-2034 CONSULTATION 
 (Appendix D page 22 to 43 ) 
The current local strategy needs to be replaced and KCC as the Lead Local Flood Authority 
(LLFA) have drafted a new local strategy.  The consultation will run until 30 th January 2024 – 
Councillors are asked to have their comments ready for this meeting 
www.kent.gov.uk/localfloodrisk to view the consultation documents. 
Cllr Sweeney asked if the procedure for accessing sand bags was on the website 
Councillors agreed to submit their own comments on the consultation 
 

21. KCC MEMBERS REPORT (Appendix E page 44 to 45) 
Received and noted that the KCC members report from Cllr Tony Hills – previously 
circulated to Councillors and on the Council website for the public to view. 
 

22. CIVIC ENGAGEMENTS (Appendix F page 46) 
Councillors received and noted the civic engagements at which the Town Council has 
been represented. 
 
Prior to the vote for the agenda item to exclude the Press and Public from the remaining agenda 
items the Town Mayor requested that the Town Clerk ensure that there is a Procedure for Public 
Questions to be displayed on the Town Council website prior to the next Council meeting. 
 
 

23. PRESS AND PUBLIC EXCLUDED 
RESOLVED: That public and press be excluded from the following confidential 
commercially sensitive agenda item being exempt as defined in Schedule 12 of the Local 
Gov Act 1972. 
Proposed by Cllr Mrs Duncan and seconded by Cllr Sweeney 
Unanimous 
 

25. QUOTES FOR REPLACEMENT OFFICE COPIER/PRINTER  
Confidential report 2024/C0001 
Councillors considered the quotations for the replacement of the Town Council photocopying 
equipment under the KCS framework which is compliant with the Public Contract Regulations 
2015 
RESOLVED: That delegated authority be given to the Town Clerk to order and enter into 
the contract on behalf of the Town Council for the replacement printer/copier 
Proposed by Cllr Mrs Jones and seconded by Cllr May 
Unanimous 
 
The meeting closed at 7.55pm 
 
 
 
Chairmans Signature  ________________________ 
 
 
Date  _____________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/localfloodrisk
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CIVIC AND SOCIAL ENGAGEMENTS 2023 
 

 
 
 
November 2023  
 
The Town Mayor 
Cllr Bob Jones 
 

 
24th   Tenterden – Lighting of the Christmas Tree   
 TS 
 
 

  
  

December 2023  
 
The Town Mayor 
Cllr Bob Jones 
 

 
8th   Gurkha Band Concert      TS 
 
13th   Mayors Reception       TS 
 
14th   Lydd in Lights Presentation     TS 
 
 
 

 


